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Swine flu
sidelines
elective
surgery

Adam Cresswell
Hezlth pditor

ELECTIVE surgeey is [ikely 1o be
put on hold across the country as
Bospitals battle the rsing toll o
swine flu — which ks claime]
five mare fives I HSW, includ-
ing that of a nine-year-old hov,

The disease is now confirmmed
o have infected more Hhan
ILOO0 people, with the real figure
po=sibly mone than SO00000

AS the number of patients
being treated in Inlensive cane
unkts natiomlly for swines o rose
pitst 200, exments warnedd that
hmrytnh “en't genernbe pnew
respiritars oul of nothing™ apd
nion-essentinl opemtions woukd
inevEsbly ave ta be put on hald
o ensure severely [l patients
were properfy cared for

Alan: Hampson, chairman of
the Austmabion Influenz Special-
152 Group and a former deputy
director of the WHO Coillaboesl-
ing Centrir for Influenza i Mel-
baume, said deferral of slaptive
surgery would be “prette wall
standard practice throughout the
coundry a8 we po into moce
severs onthreaks, which T think
Everyone expects o oomur in the
neat fow weeks',

edtetrics and gynasenlogy af the
Llnivessity of Sydlney, said [reg-
nant women should ovedd any-
one they koew to ave fhe-likes
semptoms, while “poiog home In
A packed train would be just the
worst thing vou can de*,

“8ecomd, report symploms .
early 48 you possildy G Pro-
lesgar Trudinger sasd “If yvau
Ieave & febrile tliness and mavhe 3
catigh, your nesl (o gee your
doctas that day — vou will go on
treatment,™

Huowever, he sald most peopla
infected with wwine fly t[xp-upn-
encell & mid dlkness, amd the
people who required hospltalisg-
tion made up a emall minority,

Wy pregnant wiomen wena
Talling il was not perfectly
understood, bt it was alrendy
known they were more suscept-
ible to sensonal Ao ns well as
mare dangerous  pandende
virses

Toung adults and gresnant
wartan were also hard hil by
provicas pandembes, in Hne with
the theory that pregrant wam-
en's lowered immunity Jeft them
re opn o dnfection,
 **The fiu season will be com-
Ing o an end, the vaccine is being

— it hOspitals 1 SyaneT e

already cub back on elective
gperations amil an  apparcend
worsening in the severly al the
tisense. The nitmler of denths
from swine Mo in NSW doublsd
yesterday from five to W0, amad
alarm over 3 handful af Severs
cases of the disease affecting
jregnant wamen.

The agee o the five lites
victims: ranged from nibe 1o 7L
SEW Health declined to refoise
further details at the familiss®
request.

Four pregmant women  w-
fected with swine e ane wnder-
st to be in fnlensive care units
in Syabmey, three of whom have
given hirth prematicely a8 @
resll of thetr infection.

While all an= expected [
recover,  experls  yestenikay
wirned  pregriant women thal
swine flu posed a particidar
threat Lo them and urged them
to reduce their exposore by
dvpiiling  crowled  spaces and
seeking tmmediate help 0f they
bepan exhibiting fhe-like symp-
Loma.

Brian Trudinger, professor of

TPATEE] . e jHe] Jve T KBep
K:Eming it there®s light at the
end af the mnnel™ Professor
Truglinger said

Mationally, the aleath  tall
stancls mf 29, althaugh Ussl s
pxpected to riss sigmfcantly. Thi
federnl Health Deparment gaid
it ol the dead, with the
possihle sxception of a mikn i his
2k from MNEW whese death s
bering investignted by a caroner,
hacl suffesed other amleslying
health problems

The ktest spate of deaths
campe as research revealed that
the wast majority ol Adstralians
il ot Balbevie they wene likaly
10 cillch swine i

The palling by I'ME Research
Tz sparked concerss peaple are
et taking enogh precautions to
prevent the spread of the disease,

Just ane o five peaple s

comcerned ahout the vires, anid
even fawer — I3 per cént =—
alieve they are lkely tocateh i,
the poll foumd
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