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THE omens were all bad for Kavin
from Belling — bad Senate feng shui
aver Billiona in fiscal stimulus and
bshiize devastation in Victoris, And
“Eevin” Yu Tai, with his Chinaleo
colleague Lu Youqing, was in
Canberra 1o light o political bushfire
all his o,

Kewin Tai had come o visit the
court of his Australlan namesake — a
Eevin wiho reguires no infroduction —
o explain why it would be a terrific
idea if China's largest diversified
mining company, Chinalos, securnsd a
healthy chunk of Rio T,

Beijing Kewvin, a coltlvated,
bilinpgual, 40-something creature of
boardrooms and back rooms, is the
foreign invesiment execulive driving
Chinaleo’s 530 billion  “strategic
allignee” with Rio Tinto, a de-up
electrilving federal politics,

Chinaleo wants & sirategic stake in
Ausiralian resources — secure supply
to ensure Ching remains the factory o
the world, and the potendal to inflo-
ence prives for key commadides, just
as the lpanese had sought in the

Australian coal industry in the 19705,

China has cash, Rio has minerals,
and needs cash. It showld be simple,
Bur it's far from simple. The Rig-
Chinalew deal — given opponents
argue the Chinese Government will
use Chinales as a vehicle to screw
dowmn Australian export prices — is

oditically fraught for our Sinophile-
n-chief. And Chinaleo-Rio is just one
of many deals for the Government o
chaw over.

Which is why, from the Chinese
perspective, you go to the people with
the “guanxd” — enablers with connec-
tons o smooth your way, Chinaleo
early last year found iis way o lobhy-
ing firm Hawker Britton.

Managing director Bruce Hawker is
a mate ol the Prime Minister, The firm
donates 1o the ALP [more than
176,000 in 2006-07, $110,004 In
200704 and is staffed by prople with
extensive Labor networks. Fevin
Fudd’s election was the catalyst for
the firm golng national, Mr Hawker's
Canberra office maenager s Simon
Tianks, a smart lawyer who worked for
a who's who of Lobor politicians,
including Mr Fucdd,
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A tale of two Kevins with;great deal to chew over
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cxtbavagant  promises heing
made, and SLROME-A0m GLeiies,

keating povernments. (Global

When Chinaleo arived on his
doorstep last February, b
Banks had barely unpacked his
commputer, bl that was no
otk Chinaleo also sipped
ugr Labors pollsier, John Uting,
L0 Tes] Comumumily opinion. Tws
mior pedls have been conduwe
ted over the past year — one
pre-ilympics, the sther in the
wazh-up, tracking  broadly
PHEne deniimens.

China Inc's arrival a5 the new
LUETEPANY in lown wias noled by
Hawker Bricton’s competiters,
Crovisip qdid the rounds aboat

Evoryone wants a slice of
China’s business, In addition o
Mr Banks and Mr Uning's com-
pany UMR, Chinalen has hired
Sydney PR fiem IFIY First Pegson,
and Law firm Malbesomns,

The two Kevins Gailed to hook
up last week bt the Chineleo
delegation did the rownds see-
g sequdr sfath and minksters

Hie disparched s Austrilian
managing  dicecior  Stephen
Ureese, director of steategy
Dagg Ritehie, amd jts Canberr
aperative, Mark ONeill — a
seiibor adviser oo e Flisvke and

chief Tom Albanes got sruck in
London where & nasty share.
halder backlash is sl in play).

An obwious, i dubious con-
L‘|'.IJ'i_ o My Budd would also he
|.||.|ﬁ3|'IE.‘i.‘\.|'I1iI|1 Haod ]'_1_1|_|j||:|-:|:|'|“ "Lk
Al non-eveCutive director of Hig,
anel a sounding board for the
Prime Minlseer on business
fatiers Senior sources say br
Eddington has not been spruik-
ing the eleal. Mr Eddington him-
self tells The dge he has not
spaken o the Prime Minister for
witizks

“1 haven't had a conversilion
oot this with anyone in Can-

berra,. It would be  quite
Impragper fo do 5o
. !'I’.ﬂl|'|[1: ivnlved in the biricl-
INgs- sy Hicr Bepwdodd uj |55~
than-subtle pitch  that  the
Chimideo deal sould be pood for
jobs, althowgh there weee ne
Buaraniees,  Rin's  punboa
diplomascy has gone down like o
lend balloon, “Cumby,” obsorves
ong pecsan. “They have com-
pletely ovecplayed thedr hand.”
Senlor 2ources wirn that Rio
andd Chindilea are going oo have
do much betier: wateriipghi
H“l”-"l]:l';'i.'l:_':‘i. 1l VA ;_'15E:.ir,=-|.
ons, s jbs and iranspareney
for o start,




