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| StOp the ¥
violence,
begs bikie
mother

Geesche Jacobsen
and Andrew Clennell

THE distraught mother of
Anthony and Peter Zervas has
pleaded for an end to the bikie
war in which one of het sons
was killed and another serious-
Iy injured.

" Efie Zervas, speakingto chan-
tiels Nine and Seven, said: “Just
tell them to stop ... Violence is
not the answer,' repeating her
plea like a mantra,

Peter Zervas was reportedly
having more surgery vesterday
for a bullet lndged near his spine
and was still too heavily sedated
to speak.

Mrs Zervas told Channel Ning:
she did not want another mother
to have 1o experience her pain.
“No more bloodshed ... 1 they
want to kill my son, they can
come and kill me so I don't feel
any more pain.” : i

Meanwhile, the Premier,
MNathan HRees, annouhced:
tougher measures against hikie
gangs yesterday despite oppo-
sition in his cabinet and caucus
to new anti-hikie leglslation,

Mr Rees said declared mem-
bers of a criminal group would
be hanned from working in
“high-risk industries, such as se-
curity, motor traders, fow-
trucks, firearms, second-hand
goods, liquor and racing indus-
tries”’, The Government would,
also remove the pmumpﬂon‘ﬁ}%
bail for related offences,

Several ministers argued in
cahinet on Monday for a *'sunset
‘glause’” 1o be inserted in the anti=
hikie legislation to enable it to be
active for only a couple of years:|

Six backbenchers also spoke
out against the law in caucus, |

One MF said; " They were con-
cerned about puilt by associ-
ation .., but the Premier stood
his ground and pointed out that
when there is a full-scale bﬁ
war taking place in the city, w
can't do anything by halves.”

Public opinion about the bikie
laws is also divided with only.
one in threg voters supporting
the new laws, according to @
national survey, _
| Polling by UMR Research

shows people are concerned
‘about the effect such laws would
_ have on civil liberties. An over

' legislation to control the gangs,
| laglilil:_ when asked if bikie gaggiﬂa
| members should be legally pre-
vented from associating with
| one another — as proposed —
| support for the laws shrank
dranmatically.
MR found 31 per eent would
support Jaws stopping bikies
from associating with each other,
46 per cent opposed such laws,
and 22 per cent were undecided.
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