The Spdney Morning Herald

Weekend Edition Fabruary 21-22, 2009

News 5

SORROW NATION PAUSES

Evacuation
is favourite
survival
response

Mark Davis

AFTER the Victorian bushfires, a
mgjorty ol Austmalians wani the
traditional fire authorry advice
trhiouseholders o sray and de-
fend thedr prapertyar leave eaely
to-he scrapped, according o &
national pall.

The survey h}' the ullmg firm
LINH Hesearch T TR
of redpondents l‘avnu:re £ EIE
appriach of blenkel evacuation
nrders for all houssholders o
threatened arcas, prvan the -
perience in Vicloris, where morn
ivan 200 peoplde s confirmed 1o
have died In the conflagritiog,

Acthidrd of the 100 adults sur-
vieyed By UME strongly agreed
that there should be blanket
evacuiations, while anothor 26
per cent agreed wilh o new ap-
proach, Only 17 per cent diss
apreed wiih & change of policy
and the rest wete Unawie or ned-
tral om the fssue.

The findings commie o5 th pol-
iy will b one of the main issues
i b considered by the foval
commisabon inlo e budidines
aestablished by the Victorian
Government.

Fire avibwritics have long ad-
vised that bouscholders should
prepace for bushfires and miake
anceaely decisionéither 1o svcus
ale toa safe place o 10 sy and
defemd thelt hormes:

The MN5W Rural Fire Service's
fire safety advice says awall-
prepared home i often the best
pace o gheltes rom a fire font
and moat iPh'a dle in beshiicgs
L msuﬁ_ Aast-mlnuine: rels
cationg orevacnations,

g the UM poll snpeests the
gatastrophic liss of Life in the
Victorian fires has shifted public
opinion agalnar the Emlh:y.

UMA's pesults: showed the

proporifon of respondents
fowpuiring blankei evacuarion
orders was highly donsistent
across different stares and be-
tween people whio livied inororal
and provincial areas and those
Ihing i urbanareas;

The  poll Tound 4 sirong
mapitity of 83 pet cent of respon-
dents pmeed that hooses A fire

rong areas should be reguired

Law 1o have o fireproof shelter
for residents, [ugl 8 per cent dis
apreed with this propeil,

And X per cent Wanted arsnn-
istE charged with murder If they
lil figes that kilked poople.

Uk s managing director;
T Ul &aic thie fires would
Benerate dn- infense debine
about the polloy ledsnns, ensgiir-
ing she iegue was prominent for
tesfernl and Stote govemments
itz well as local autharities

“Thepoll showsthere iswide-
spread suppoit for the idea of
fire bunkerd atpeople's himmes"
hie said.

“Norwoudd have oo say on the
basisof these findings that ifthey
could be shown (o he effecrive,
thverewidld be public backing for
maklng them compulsory,

“Moere contioversially, thereis
sulid suppon for Blanket evacu-
gtings tather than stay and- de-
[, which misy bean indicam
of where that debare will gocs

UMER conducted online inture
views with 1000 adults:and
weighted the resukts 1o olitabra
nationally ltp]’.ﬂﬂﬂ_ﬂ.'_ﬂ.l.l.'i.-e

itk
u::v:

i '
crulmﬂg]ﬂu le
the 'zol elauii-n’ pruhl-,m-s

that can underming the ne-
linbility of some online poils.
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