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President Rudd's holiday reading

o
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alealm Turnbull and
kevin Hudd do agres
om one thing: Australia
should become a re-
pruhlic, Bt not now.

Sepither has any Intention of pushing
the case nntil at leas! the next teom of
government, and only then il the Queen
i% o longer on the throne

Hudd would be pleaged, howevear, 1o
leam that Australia’s preferred first
president 15 none other than: himeetf,

Late last momth. with aneye to todoy s
Cueen's Birthday holiday, the polling
flrm LIME Research conducted & snedy
of amimdes towards & republic, involy-
ing LOO0 online surveys.

It found enthusiasm fofa republic to
b lukewarm at best. A bare majority of
51 per cent supported becoming a res
pauhlic and 34 per cent opposed it

Ewvan the proapect of holding a refer-
endum during the nexi term of Parlis-
ment failed to excite respondenis. [ost
over hall, 53 per cent, supported this
proposal. 34 per cent oppased it and
I3 per cant wers nnsure,

And if the referandum went ahead,
opinion was evenly divided over
whether it wonld pass or fdl,

The most unambiguons fAnding wos
that If Austealia werne to hecome o re-
pubbic, i would bave to be one with a
direcily elected president;, and Hudd
winld be thit president.

I i findingg that will send a shiver up
the spines of minfmalists  and
constituticnaliste everywhers, UMR
found Bl per cent wanted a directly
electad president rather than one

appointed by Pardiament. [0 was the push
fir i dipe t-edectinn model versis thit for
a president appoinied by Parlinment that
gplit repuhlicans at the 1599 meforendum
und hedped scupper the antive puash., The
common peroeption, however, that some
celebrity dill or sports star would be
president under a direct-alect model {8
dispelled by the survey.

The poll faund that if the president
ware directly elected, 24 per cent would
opt for Hudd.

This was miles ahesd of the
Governoe-treneral, Chuentin Bryee, and
the former prime minister Iohn
Hownrd, wihio tied for second place on
A per cinl.

Mest in line, tied on & per cent, wens
fulia Gillard, Peter Costello and Perer
Cosgrove, Next was Paul Eeatng, Bob
Brown and Jeif Kennett, all on 3 per
cent, followesd by 1 bunchon 2 per cent:

Australians do not
trust politicians to
appoint a president.

Joe Hockey and Dick Smith - and
Malcolm Turnbuall, o fgure more
associated with the republic than any
ather in contemporiry polltles,

These resulis are never going 10 be
replicated in reality becauss, Hrst.
povernments will always be wary about
countenancingaditectly elected repubs
lican model because of the parential oo
mamdate o rival authorog

And second, by the thme the coontry
pets around 10 embracing the conoept,
peophe and opinions of them will haoe

R,

What the poll does tell us, however, is
thar Australizns do nof trust politcians
to appalnt a president, but that they
would elect o politician as president if

given the chance. "The ldea gr fear that
Australians will eloct a spoTisperson or
oolobrity is not supported,” UMB sivs
“The 12 per cent who wanted o pres-
dent appointed by i parliament optad
for former judges. governors-ganeral or
AlATe governoes.”

The poll also tells us that il a popu-
Farlty contest were held today, Hudd is
gtill streets ahead of other public
figures. There were 41 npames
meptioned by at least 1 per cent of
respandents when asked o nominate
whio they woneld Tike as first president.
After Budd, no one else broks into
donhle figures

Hecognition is a prominent factor,
giving Rudd an obvious advantage,
Turnbull, therefore, would have to be
unhappy at his 2 per cent rating, given
he commande almost as muoch adr time
a3 Budd these days and it was he who
droves the republican piesh in 1994,

Costello, on the ather hand, i3 largely
out of the public eye and therafone
would be chuifed with his beating
Turnburdl,

Which bringe ts to the negt few
weeks,

WWintear wiould not be winter without a
bout of speculation over what the for-
rer ireasurer will orworn't do [t s about
io s1ant pgrin because he must decide by
June 30 if he is going 1o recontest his
seat ol Higginsal the next election. Mnst
expect him 1o run agaln,

Turnbull may nor be the people’s
chodce for president, nor for prime min-
istur for that matter, but the Coalition is
chugging along fine under kim il the
moment. Costellos colleagues helleve
b will renomimste and then siay on the
baek bench and cantinne o poss a
gllent mengce to Turnbull,

“The reality iz ifwe'me moving upin the
polls hawon't do anything,” said asenio
Liberal of Costello, SIF we'te plshing
ahead, he'll wakt until afrek the etection. It
will be o pwo-tenm stranepy.” Uldmatoly:
“It'e just shiffing sands. Anyone who
professes to ko is just full of crap”
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