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Tf‘_mstr:;lllia falls to bottom of the Indian class '
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WELL-HEELED Indians with the
capacity to travel to Australia or
send their ehildren here o smdy
think less of the country sinee the
attacks on Indian studernts.

A poll of wealthy penple in Indi
[ound a large majorty thoughs Aus-
iralia was eacist, dangeraus and not
worth visiting after amacks on the
smudents were made public and
repniis surfaced of their bad experi-
ences i Austradiag

Thit poll was conducted by the
agency Blackbox in Singapore and
UMIt Research in Australia ar the
end of last month, MR surveyed
Australian attitdes o the pmb-
lems that foreign students faced,
and found they were nowhiere near
a5 pessimistic as those af the
Indians surveyed by Blacko,

There are 430,000 foredgn sin-
dentsin Australla, more thin 90,004
of them Indian. The sector is worth
about $15 billion a year, making it
ome of the nation'’s higgest sxport
Incustries,

Attacks on Indixn students, some
of them racinlly motivated, have
concerned the Indlan Governmese
for more than o year ind seceiva
blanket coverige in India.

The Blackbox poll found 99 per

canl of respondents had some
knowledge of the anacks, and 61 pear
cent sald they now had o worse
apinion ¢f Austalii,

The nation was rated a5 one of
the must unpopular of 131 Tisted in
the poll = anly sheve Pakistan and
Tsriel, and on o level pegging with
Indonesie. The Indian respondents
Rll:ﬁ:nud Singapore, Brimmin, Jwpan,

vew Zealund, Ceermnmy, the Didted
States, France, Ching and Bragl.

Rlackboy found 92 per cent of
Indians were worrled about the
attacks. Almost hall (47 per cent] be-
listed thry were rcially motlvared,
comparel] with 27 per cent of the
Australians surveyed by TIME.

Another 23 per cont of Indinns
thonght the atfacks happened ha-
cansd they were “oasy targets for
crime’; 32 per cent of Ausialians
attribmbed the atticks this way,

Blackbox found only 22 per cent

of Indinns ehaught Awstralin was o
gale plice fior I:'||rr||||rn students;
i per cent thought the police had
not done enough 1o Stop the
atfiecks, and 62 per cent sald they
were liss lkely o travel to Austealia,

This month the Federal Govem
ment seml 8 delegation to India,
compieising state and federal go-
ernment cificials palice and higher
sducation reprasentarivies, They
visited elght cities in nine days, met
miinisters. education anthorides,
pivrents and local medin

A UME pollster, Inhn Uiting, sadd
the findings vindieatad that von-
carn, especially ps thoss surveyed
hiad the capacity to visit Austealia or
send their children here,

The UME poll foend 57 per cont of
the Avstralians agrecd that racksm
Wag a problem 1o Awstealin, bt
B pee cent beleved fndions wers
ilsn racist, citing the caste sysiem.



