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Methodology

e 1,000 online interviews
e Age: 18+
e Fieldwork:

e 22-26 February

e 16-21 May 2008

e 20-25 June 2008
e 19-24 September 2008

e Data is weighted and matched with ABS census data
to ensure a nationally representative sample

e Online panel members are primarily recruited offline
and by invitation only ruling out self-selection issues
associated with online methodologies

e Maximum margin of error at 95% confidence level.:
+/- 3.1%



Summary of Findings

e If the US presidential election were held in Australia Barack Obama would emerge as
the clear winner: 66% (up 7% since February) would prefer to see him as the next
US president whilst only 13% (down 3% since February) prefer John McCain

= Younger Australians, women and Labor voters are even more enthusiastic about
Barack Obama

e EXxpectations also favour the Democratic candidate: About 3 in 5 Australians expect
Barack Obama to win the US presidential election, compared to 1 in 5 who think that
John McCain will win

e US Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama is seen favourably by 4 in 5
Australians but only 1 in 5 have a positive opinion of John McCain

e McCain’s running mate Sarah Palin is quite unpopular with Australian voters with only
18% feeling positive about her (47% negative). She is particularly unpopular with
older Australians.

e Democratic vice-presidential candidate Joe Biden doesn’t do much better: 15% have a
positive opinion of him, 19% have a negative opinion and 30% of Australians haven’t
even heard of him yet

e Only 1 in 10 Australians feel positive about the current US President George W. Bush
whereas 4 in 10 feel positive about former president Bill Clinton and senator Hillary
Clinton



Obama still much preferred to McCain “MII

February & May 2008: If the choice was between John McCain and Barack Obama who would you prefer to see
as the next US President?
June/September 2008: Who would you prefer to see as the next US President, Barack Obama or John McCain?
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Labor voters, women and younger Australians “Mn

particularly keen on Obama research *

Who would you prefer to see as the next US President, Barack Obama or John McCain?
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Favourability Ratings

On a scale of O to 10, where O is strongly negative and 10 is strongly positive, please indicate how
you feel about each of the following people.

= Negative = Neutral/unsure Never heard of = Positive NET
Positive

Democratic US presidential candidate Barack Obama mm +42%0
Governor of California Arnold Schwarzenegger mm +12%0
US Senator Hillary Clinton 30% 8% 42% +11%0

Former US President Bill Clinton mm +8%0

Democratic US vice-presidential candidate Joe Biden m 30% m -590
Republican US presidential candidate John McCain ﬂ@/m -25095%
Republican US vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin m 10% m -2905

US President George Bush 3% ... 16% 10% -63%



Favourability Rating Barack Obama — IIMII

Demographic Breakdowns

On a scale of O to 10, where 0 is strongly negative and 10 is strongly positive, please indicate how you feel about
each of the following people.
Democratic US presidential candidate Barack Obama
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Favourability Rating John McCain —

Demographic Breakdowns

On a scale of O to 10, where 0 is strongly negative and 10 is strongly positive, please indicate how you feel about
each of the following people.
Republican US presidential candidate John McCain

I Positive M Negative
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Favourability Rating Sarah Palin —

Demographic Breakdowns

On a scale of O to 10, where 0 is strongly negative and 10 is strongly positive, please indicate how you feel about
each of the following people.
Republican US vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin
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Favourability Rating George Bush —

Demographic Breakdowns

On a scale of O to 10, where 0 is strongly negative and 10 is strongly positive, please indicate how you feel about
each of the following people.
US President George Bush
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*
*

Australians still predict Obama will win UMR*

the Election but expectations are closing ="

Irrespective of who you prefer, who do you think will win the US Presidential Election?
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Expectations favour Barack Obama

Irrespective of who you prefer, who do you think will win the US Presidential Election?
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About UMR

Australia’s Leading Research and Issues Management Company

UMR is the company of choice for leaders and decision-makers, because we
turn high quality research into useful hard-headed strategic advice. UMR
Research has provided significant insights, advice and campaign management
to decision-makers who have brought about major change in Australia and
New Zealand for Governments and business.

UMR is a full-service opinion research, issues management and campaign
company, based in Australia and Zealand, working across the Asia Pacific
region. We specialise in political research and campaigns, corporate
reputation, issues management and social marketing.

We have over 20 years experience developing a deep understanding of the
views and opinions of Australians and New Zealanders. Our team of expert
researchers are seasoned professionals who combine extensive experience
with a deep understanding of the public mindset.

Contact:
Level 1, Suite 105 e 332-342 Oxford Street e Sydney NSW 2022 ¢ AUSTRALIA
Tel: +61 2 9386 1622 e Fax: +61 2 9386 1633 e Email: office@umr.com.au



