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MethodologyMethodology

• 1,000 online interviews

• 18+ nationally representative survey

• Fieldwork: 26-30 March 2009

• Data is weighted and matched with ABS 
census data to ensure a nationally 
representative sample

• Maximum margin of error for n=1,000 
at 95% confidence level: ±3.1%
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Key findingsKey findings

• 70% of Australians think that current laws to 
control bikie gangs are not sufficient

• 3 in 4 support the introduction of Australia 
wide laws by the Federal government 

• However, less than half of Australians (43%) 
support stronger laws if they lessen civil 
liberties of all Australians (32% oppose this 
with the rest being unsure)

• Only 1 in 3 think that bikie gang members 
should be legally prevented from associating 
with each other under threat of imprisonment
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Aussies think current bikie gang legislation Aussies think current bikie gang legislation 
is not sufficientis not sufficient

Do you think current laws to control bikie gangs...

Base: All

…are not 
sufficient and 
stronger laws 
are required 

…are sufficient

Unsure: 11%

70%

18%
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Coalition voters most keen on stronger Coalition voters most keen on stronger 
lawslaws

Do you think current laws to control bikie gangs...

15%
19%

35%

17%
20%

13%
15%

39%

19% 18%

77%

70%

50%

72%

64%

77% 76%

52%

68%
72%

Coalition Labor Greens NSW VIC QLD WA SA Metropolitan Regional 

… are sufficient …are not sufficient and stronger laws are required

*Small Base: Results for Greens, WA and SA indicative only

* * *
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Demand for stronger laws increases with Demand for stronger laws increases with 
ageage

Do you think current laws to control bikie gangs...

20%
17%

23%

18% 17% 17%

68%
72%

60%

67%

75%

79%

Male Female Under 30 30-49 50-69 70+ 

… are sufficient …are not sufficient and stronger laws are required



U
M

R
 R

e
se

a
rc

h

7

3 in 4 want the Federal government to rein in3 in 4 want the Federal government to rein in

Would you support or oppose the Federal Government to introduce Australia wide laws to 
control bikie gangs?

Base: All

Oppose 
Support

Unsure: 14%

74%

12%
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Support for Federal laws highest in QLD Support for Federal laws highest in QLD 
and regional Australiaand regional Australia

80%
78%

52%

75%

68%

84%

76%

65%

72%

77%

10% 10%

29%

10%
14%

8%
12%

19%

12% 11%

Coalition Labor Greens NSW VIC QLD WA SA Metropolitan Regional 

Support Oppose

Would you support or oppose the Federal Government to introduce Australia wide laws to 
control bikie gangs?

*Small Base: Results for Greens, WA and SA indicative only

* * *
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Stronger support amongst women and Stronger support amongst women and 
older Australiansolder Australians

72%
76%

68%
71%

78%

83%

15%

9%

15%

11%
13%

6%

Male Female Under 30 30-49 50-69 70+ 

Support Oppose

Would you support or oppose the Federal Government to introduce Australia wide laws to 
control bikie gangs?
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Less than half support stronger laws if they lessen Less than half support stronger laws if they lessen 
civil liberties for all Australianscivil liberties for all Australians

Would you support or oppose stronger laws controlling bikie gangs even if it means a 
lessening of civil liberties for all Australians?

Base: All

Oppose 

Support

Unsure: 25%

43%

32%
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Support from Coalition voters; Opposition from Support from Coalition voters; Opposition from 
green voters; Victorians splitgreen voters; Victorians split

Would you support or oppose stronger laws controlling bikie gangs even if it means a 
lessening of civil liberties for all Australians?

54%

43%

16%

43%

38%

47%
49%

37%

43% 42%

28%
30%

63%

27%

39%

29%
31%

46%

31%
34%

Coalition Labor Greens NSW VIC QLD WA SA Metropolitan Regional 

Support Oppose

*Small Base: Results for Greens, WA and SA indicative only

* * *
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Young voters against restriction of civil libertiesYoung voters against restriction of civil liberties

Would you support or oppose stronger laws controlling bikie gangs even if it means a 
lessening of civil liberties for all Australians?

43% 42%

26%

36%

51%

62%

39%

27%

43%

32% 32%

21%

Male Female Under 30 30-49 50-69 70+ 

Support Oppose
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Bikies should be allowed to associate with each Bikies should be allowed to associate with each 
otherother

Should bikie gang members be legally prevented from associating with each other under 
threat of imprisonment?

Base: All

No 

Yes

Unsure: 22%

31%

46%
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Significant differences in party supportSignificant differences in party support

Should bikie gang members be legally prevented from associating with each other under 
threat of imprisonment?

39%

28%

20%

30%
28%

35%

46%

25%

33%

29%

43%

48%

52%

47%
49%

43%

34%

60%

45%
48%

Coalition Labor Greens NSW VIC QLD WA SA Metropolitan Regional 

Yes No

*Small Base: Results for Greens, WA and SA indicative only

* * *
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No segment in favour of preventing bikies from No segment in favour of preventing bikies from 
associatingassociating

Should bikie gang members be legally prevented from associating with each other under 
threat of imprisonment?

37%

26%

31% 30%
32% 33%

47% 46%

51%

44%
46% 47%

Male Female Under 30 30-49 50-69 70+ 

Yes No
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About UMRAbout UMR

Australia's Leading Research and Issues Management Company

UMR is the company of choice for leaders and decision-makers, because 
we turn high quality research into useful hard-headed strategic advice. 
UMR Research has provided significant insights, advice and campaign 
management to decision-makers who have brought about major change 
in Australia and New Zealand for Governments and business.

UMR is a full-service opinion research, issues management and 
campaign company, based in Australia and Zealand, working across the 
Asia Pacific region. We specialise in political research and campaigns, 
corporate reputation, issues management and social marketing.

We have over 20 years experience developing a deep understanding of 
the views and opinions of Australians and New Zealanders. Our team of 
expert researchers are seasoned professionals who combine extensive 
experience with a deep understanding of the public mindset.

Contact:
Level 1, Suite 105 332-342 Oxford Street Sydney NSW 2022 AUSTRALIA
Tel: +61 2 9386 1622 Fax: +61 2 9386 1633 Email: office@umr.com.au

mailto:office@umr.com.au

